
10 FAMOUS APPRENTICES

DAVID BECKHAM
Former Youth Training Scheme 

Becks now has 115 caps for England and is one of the highest 
earning footballers in the world!

LORD BAMFORD
Former agricultural equipment apprentice 

Bamford is now the chairman of JCB – one of the UK's most 
successful family-owned businesses. 

ALEXANDER McQUEEN
Former tailor's apprentice 

McQueen won British Designer of the Year 4 times in a row, 
launched his own global fashion house and was awarded a CBE.

SIR IAN McKELLAN
Former acting apprentice

Best known for playing Gandalf in Lord of the Rings, Sir Ian is one 
of the most celebrated actors in British history.

JOHN FREIDA
Former hairdressing apprentice 

Freida founded his own hair salon and product line – loved by 
blondes, brunettes and red heads across the world.



10 FAMOUS APPRENTICES

JAMIE OLIVER
Former chef apprentice 

Jamie is now a household name with restaurants in every town, TV 
shows on every channel, sauces in every supermarket and 
cookbooks in every kitchen.

SIR ALEX FERGUSON
Former apprentice toolmaker

After a 26-year reign as Manchester United manager, Ferguson is 
now considered one of the greatest and most successful football 
managers of all time.

ELVIS PRESLEY
Former apprentice electrician 

The King of Rock and Roll, Elvis Presley is the best-selling 
solo artist in the history of recorded music.

STELLA McCARTNEY
Former fashion apprentice 

Recognised for her elegant tailoring, Stella is an internationally 
renowned fashion designer, perfumier and animal rights activist.

ROSS BRAWN
Former mechanical engineering apprentice 

Ross Brawn is one of the finest technical directors Formula One 
has ever seen – directing Benetton, Ferrari and Mercedes.


